EPILOGUE
in which there is not cither a Left majority or a very strong
minority. This applies even to the dictator countries. In
Germany and in Italy the people are inarticulate, ground
clown under the iron heel of a barbaric Fascism.
The rise of Fascism in Italy and Germany was due to the
realization by the capitalists of both countries that they could
not arrest the progress of Socialist transformation within the
framework of democracy. They saw that if democracy
survived, Socialism was ultimately inevitable. The capitalist
States of Ivurope have cither to fight democracy or submit to
transformation by it. It is this fear of a Socialist victory that
inspires the foreign policy of the c National * Government,
ft aVcoxmts for their ideological affiliation with Germany and
Italy, In these*, countries for the time being Capitalism survives
and its only considerable threat, at present hidden, comes from
the Socialists.
No one ean tell exactly the strength of the anti-Fascist
forces inside. Germany and Italy. All that is known is that it
is as significant as it is silent. But still waters run deep. There
is mounting tip behind the barriers a flood which may sooner
or later burst through, and Mussolini and Hitler will be
overwhelmed and become as driftwood in a surging cataract.
It is significant that most of the dictators in Europe began
on the extreme Left. M!ussolini might be said to have been a
Socialist by heredity and environment. His father was a
notorious Socialist; the infant Mussolini toddled to the
Socialist meeting. As a Socialist agitator in Italy and Switzer-
land, he was arrested and jailed eleven times. In 1909 he
founded his own paper, La Lotta di Classi (e The Class Struggle5)
which made him well known among Socialists and revolu-
tionaries throughout Italy. In 1912 he became Editor of the
Avanti, the official Socialist daily, and so brilliant and successful
was his journalism that he trebled its circulation in three
months. After the War, Mussolini, still a Socialist, though
not a member of the Party, founded his first Fasci di Com*
batlimnto with a programme definitely Left. The people of
Itkly at that time were in a revolutionary temper. A revolu-
tionary programme met that mood and so Mussolini won
power.
The course of the German dictator, making due allowance
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